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tottering dynasty, he associated himself with
the policy of his Ministers and prepared him-
self to play his own part in the drama with
as much energy as his failing strength would
allow.

Very different was his departure to assume
command of his armies at the front from what it
had been in the days of the Italian campaign. In
l&59> he had received a triumphant send-off;
in 1870, he took the circular route around Paris
from Saint-Cloud to avoid the crowds. His
enemies allege that he was afraid of personal
violence, his admirers that he wished to avoid
being delayed by the enthusiastic mob. Probably
neither of these versions is correct. Whilst it is
true that the war fever had caused a violent
reaction towards his personal popularity, it is
more likely that he was anxious to prevent the
populace from realising the precarious state of his
health as evidenced by his pale and haggard
appearance, which came as a shock to all who
saw him on that s8th of July. He was indeed in
a critical condition. A month before, a consul-
tation of six eminent doctors at Saint-Cloud had
pronounced an immediate operation necessary,
but Dr. Nelaton had shrunk from performing the
task, owing to the fatal results of a similar opera-
tion on Marshal Niel. So seriously did they re-
gard the Emperor's condition, that a surgeon
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